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to render blind obedience to everything that the teacher says.
On the contrary, if teachers are to stimulate the reasoning
faculty of boys and girls under their care, they would conti-
nuously tax their reason and make them think for themselves.
Faith only begins where reason stops. But there are very few
actions in the world for which reasonable justification cannot
be found. A teacher would not tolerate from his pupils, who
were asked to account for drinking boiled and filtered water in
a locality where the quality of well-water was suspected, an
answer to the effect that such were the orders of a mahatma.
And if it be wrong to admit such an answer in the supposed
case, it is surely wrong to approve of the justification for spin-
ning that the boys of the school in question have given for their
spinning. When I am dislodged from my Mahatmaship in that
school, as I have certainly been dislodged in several homes to
my knowledge, (for some of my correspondents have been gra-
cious enough to inform me of their lost love), I am afraid the
spinning wheel will be destroyed. Surely, a cause is often greater
than the man. Certainly, the spinning wheel is greater than
myself. I should be exceedingly sorry to find, when the hero-
worship of me is destroyed/because of some fatuous mistakes
that 1 may commit or because people are enraged against me
for some cause or other, that the good cause of the spinning
wheel had to suffer. It is therefore infinitely better that the
pupils should reason out for themselves all the things that are
capable of being so treated. The spinning wheel is essentially
a thing for reasoning out. With it, in my opinion, is mixed up
the well-being of the whole mass of Indian humanity. Pupils
should therefore learn something about the deep poverty of the
masses. They should have an ocular demonstration of some
villages that are crumbling down to pieces. They should know
the population of India. They should know the vast extent of
this peninsula and they should know what it is that all the many
millions can do to add to their scanty resources. They should
learn to identify themselves with the poor and the down-trod-
den in the land. They should be taught to deny themselves,
so far as possible, things that the poorest cannot have. Then
they will understand the virtue of spinning. It will then survive
any shock including disillusionment about myself. The cause
of the spinning wheel is too great and too good to have to rest